CITY OF BLANCO
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES

Monday, January 27, 2025
Byars Building, 308 Pecan Street, Blanco, Texas 78606

CURRENT COMMISSIONERS
Gary I. Currier, Chair; Patty Haas, Vice Chair, Gail McClellan; Hollis Boatright; Allie Franki, and Jacqueline Milford-Flores
Rudy Nino, Historic Preservation Officer

AGENDA

1. Gary Courier called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.

2. A quorum was established.
	    Present: Gary Currier, Patty Haas, Gail McClellan, Allie Franki
    Absent: Hollis Boatwright, Jackie Milford-Flores

3. There were no public comments.

4. Announcements: Gary Currier announced that BHPC’s tent for Founder’s Day and future events has arrived. It is 10’ by 20’ and our new logo is on it. It has a carrying case and leg weights.  It will withstand winds up to 50 mph. The tent is being donated to the Historical Commission.

5. Warren Escovy, city administrator, presented information on two projects.  (1) A financial company is interested in a property on the square.  They have indicated that they require changes that allow them to be totally ADA accessible. To accomplish this will take away two parking spaces from the Square.  It will create a pretty big change on the Square.  There are other changes this company is asking for.  The question is, does it require a certificate of appropriateness?  We will probably have more information about this project next month.
(2) Last month the Council approved putting a retaining wall behind the rock wall. It will require working with the owners of the three properties.  The goal is to have a retaining wall you don’t see and to have the rock wall as it has always been. This addresses the need to protect the structures from moving.  It is a quick fix until we can get grants and/or possibly get help from the Corp of Engineers to make the rock wall historically accurate. 



6. Committee Reports.  
We had discussion about marker trees.  Gary Courier said that the committee had driven around Blanco looking at trees. They will probably report their findings to the Commission at the next meeting.

7. Consent Agenda
Patty Haas made a motion to approve the minutes of November 18, 2024.  Allie Franki seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

Gail McClellan made a motion to reimburse Rudy Nino for the renewal of his membership fees for NAPC ($50). Gary Currier seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

8. Old Business
Founders’ Day Activities will be Saturday, March 22, from 2pm-6pm. We discussed asking some veteran quilters (Darlene Brockway, Sharon Romero) to display some quilting skills.  Pictures, quilling, and other historical interests were discussed. Historical handouts were also considered. A motion was made by Gary Currier to extend an invitation to the Streetscape Committee to have a table under our tent. Gail McClellan seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. Allie Franki made a motion to table further decisions about Founders’ Day until the February meeting.  Gary Currier seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. Shirts were offered to the Commissioners that have our new logo on them for Founders’ Day.

9. Recommendations Regarding Repairs to Byars Building
Warren Escovy recommended that we do the necessary repairs now. Two necessary repairs would be rain gutters to help stop the rot on the outside wall and the rock at the front entrance.  Gary Currier made a motion that we do not solicit community funds or volunteer labor at this time.  Gail McClellan seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. Warren Escovy will research construction costs for the necessary repairs and present them to us in February.

10. New Business
a. Gail McClellan made a motion to approve the application of Betty Jones for the vacant 7th Commissioner position.  Allie Franki seconded it, and the motion passed unanimously. Our recommendation will be sent to the City Council for their approval.
b. The motion was made by Patty Haas to table the Certified Local Government Annual Report until the February meeting.  Allie Franki seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.  More information will be gathered that is needed for the report.
c. The biographical information needs to be updated in our “Portraits of Blanco” pamphlet.  Gary Currier made a motion that we form a committee to update the “Portraits of Blanco”.  Alli Franki seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.  Patty Haas, Allie Franki, and Gail McClellan will serve on that committee.
d. A motion was made to change the start time of our meeting to 5:00 p.m. by Gary Currier and seconded by Patty Haas.  The motion carried unanimously.

11. Gary Currier submitted his resignation because of a possible conflict of interest.  We are all very sad about his resignation.  He has done an outstanding job of leading us, keeping us on track, and helping us go forward.

12. Gail McClellan made a motion to adjourn at 7:20. The motion was seconded by Patty Haas, and it passed unanimously. 


